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Course Information

Course Name: 
American Literature (On-Level & Honors) See extensions in the Unit Planner for Honors


Unit Title: 
Unit 1: Structure, Style, and Techniques through American Literary Periods


Unit Duration:
9 Weeks 


Instructional Information
Standards
See LEARNING EXPERIENCES for specific Grade 11 Expectations for each standard in the Unit.  
Context (C)
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.1: Purposes & Audiences 
Analyze the impact of purpose and audience on a wide variety of texts.
STANDARD 9-12. T.C.2: Authors & Speakers
Evaluate how authors’ and/or speakers’ perspectives influence texts and how circumstances shape their creation.
Structure & Style (SS)
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.1: Organization 
Analyze, evaluate, and use organizational structures and styles to shape thoughts across genres.
STANDARD 9-12. T.SS.2: Craft
Analyze, evaluate, and craft language to produce intended effects in a wide variety of texts
Techniques (T)  
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.1: Narrative Techniques
Evaluate and apply narrative techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.2: Expository Techniques
Evaluate and apply expository techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. T.T.4: Poetic Techniques
Evaluate and apply poetic techniques to enhance text’s appeal to audiences or achieve specific purposes.
Research and Analysis 
STANDARD 9-12. T.RA.1: Research & Inquiry (focusing on inquiry exploration)
Conduct research, generating questions to guide investigations of complex topics of interest, and using credible sources to support analyses.
Periods and Movements
STANDARD 9-12.T.PM.1 Periods and Movements
Demonstrate knowledge of dominant themes, genres, and verbal styles of literature from a particular time period.  
Grammar Conventions (GC) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD K-12.L.GC.1: Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics
Draw from knowledge of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics when analyzing, evaluating, and constructing texts.
STANDARD 9-12.L.GC.2: Syntax 
Apply understanding of syntax to comprehend, analyze, evaluate, craft, and reshape sentences to achieve desired effects.
Vocabulary (V) (SUPPORTING STANDARDS)
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary 
Use expanding vocabulary knowledge to interpret texts and to craft effective communications across a wide variety of real-life, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional contexts.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.2: Word Analysis
Use word knowledge and word analysis skills to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and phrases and to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes.
STANDARD 9-12. L.V.3: Meaning & Purpose 
Analyze and craft nuanced words and phrases in a variety of texts and for a variety of purposes
PRACTICE: SITUATING TEXT
STANDARD K-12.P.ST.1: Context
Develop and apply knowledge of key components of context such as background information, geographic location, cultural influences, time period, and contemporary events when interpreting and constructing texts.
PRACTICE: AUTHOR’S CRAFT
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.1: Reading like a Writer 
Interpret texts through the author’s lens by identifying, analyzing, and evaluating craft techniques that are connected to the responses, thoughts, decisions, and questions triggered by the text.
STANDARD K-12.P.AC.3: Text Design 
Consider the impact of text design on audience and purpose when consuming and producing texts across modes and genres.
Essential Questions
· What are the defining characteristics of writing from an American Literary period?
· How might the characters and/or setting from a text set in one American Literary period change if it were moved to another?
· How might a reader use American Literary period historical context to appropriately situate a text and analyze an author’s purpose?
Assessment Tasks
Formative Assessments
Selected Response Mini-Assessments
Students demonstrate mastery of academic, specialized, and general vocabulary through selected response questions that require recall and application of academic and specialized languages.
Multimodal Text Analysis
Students analyze how different modes and genres affect their understanding of the same literary period
Period Comparison - Constructed Response
Students write a constructed response comparing how two different literary periods would approach the same theme (e.g., nature, individual vs. society).
Text Characteristics - Student Discourse Groups
Students analyze characteristics of their assigned American Literary Period using unit texts.
Native American Literature - Cultural Context Analysis
Students analyze how historical and cultural context shape meaning, demonstrating understanding of oral tradition and cultural significance. 
This will begin as a student discourse activity, and end with students writing a constructed response on how historical and cultural context shape meaning that each literary text reflects the values, beliefs, and concerns of its time.
· Honors Extension: How do the different authors' individual structure, style, and technique reflect period-specific values and ideologies?
Summative Assessments
OL: ”One Character, Four Worlds” - One-Pager
Students create an original protagonist and demonstrate how characterization, conflicts and setting would differ in four American literary periods through a visual one-pager with a written comparison and contrast analysis.
Honors Extension Performance Task -”Voices Across Time”: Mini Podcast
In this culminating Honors extension to the One-Pager, students will synthesize their understanding of historical context, rhetorical choices, and character development by participating in a collaborative, performance-based task. Working in four-person groups, students will take on the personas of original characters developed to reflect the values, conflicts, and rhetorical patterns of each of the four literary periods studied: Native American Oral Tradition, Romanticism, Transcendentalism, and Dark Romanticism.
The group will create either a podcast episode or a YouTube-style panel show, in which each character presents and defends their perspective on a selected modern or enduring conflict. The group must demonstrate how rhetorical strategies, authorial voice, tone, and thematic values vary across time periods. This project reinforces the Rhetorical Transaction by requiring students to consider how each character's argument reflects the relationship among speaker, audience, message, and historical context. While the project is collaborative, the student grade is completely individual and will be evaluated based on the following components:
· Accuracy and authenticity of the student’s character voice and rhetorical style
· Clarity and coherence of the individual’s arguments
· Depth of understanding of the literary period and values
· Engagement and contribution during the discussion or performance
· Graded reflection
Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Objective or Content
	Learning Experience Resources
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation
	Vocabulary

	LE 1 Literary Period Characteristics
Students identify and classify characteristics of 4 early literary periods: Native American, Romanticism, Dark Romanticism, and Transcendentalism. Students identify, describe, and explain period-specific features in text and text excerpts in multiple modes and multimodal texts and explain how these characteristics reflect each movement's purpose and values, and how authors constructed texts for a specific purpose and to have an intended impact. 
	GRADE 11 EXPECTATIONS
11.T.PM.1.a Explain how a group of writers in a particular time and place came together to constitute a social/cultural/political movement. 
11.T.PM.1.b Identify and discuss major authors and works of three periods of English and American literary history, including key themes and stylistic features.
11.T.RA.1.b Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources to support a central thesis, citing appropriately.



	· Literary Periods and Characteristics mini-lesson and notes
· Excerpts from representative texts of each literary period for authorial style and language characteristics. 
· Literary Period Note catcher and Graphic Organizer
Genres of Texts:
Folktales
Myths
Oral Tradition
Songs
Essays
Short stories
Letters
Poetry
Literary Criticisms  
	Read-Aloud/Think-Aloud with annotated text exemplar (Teacher Modeling)
· Visual Anchor Charts summarizing each period
· Simplified historical summaries 
· Collaborative Writing
· Think-aloud/Write aloud (teacher modeling)
· Annotation guidance
· Modified versions of text
· Key vocabulary with definitions and visuals
· Graphic organizers -
· Text Chunking
	Romanticism
Dark Romanticism
Transcendentalism
Native American Literature
Archetype (Trickster Conjurer)
Simple, direct language
Nature imagery 
Spiritual significance of 
symbols, names, and/or settings
Allusion
Creativity
Didactic text
Imagery Individualism
Nature as connection to divine
Individualism
Nature as avenue for truth and connection to divine
Self-reliance and self-improvement
Simple, direct language
Symbolism (often nature-related)
Universal spirit   
SAT vocabulary (ongoing honors extension)  

	LE 2: Historical Context Connections Students will trace how major events shaped authors' purposes and perspectives. The context of those purposes creates an impact on the audience and is communicated through text and tone. Students apply knowledge of context to interpret how social movements, cultural values, and historical events influence authorial choices across different periods.
	11.P.ST.1.b Consider how context impacts the purposes of the author and the audience.
11.T.SS.2.a Analyze and evaluate how the use of figurative, connotative, and/or rhetorical language contributes to the development of meaning, tone, or mood in line with the intended purpose 
11.T.C.2.c Evaluate the extent to which historical, disciplinary, and/or personal perspectives affect authors' stylistic and thematic choices in text. 
11.T.T.4.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering poetic techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning and/or theme.
11.T.T.1.a Compare how narrative techniques (including archetypes, multiple perspectives, plot structure, and symbolism) develop and interact across two or more texts, using textual evidence.
11.T.T.1.b Compare and evaluate how an author uses plot structures, conflict, narrative devices, word choice, and other craft techniques to impact audiences and create purpose in two or more texts. 
11.T.PM.1.b Identify and discuss major authors and works of three periods of English and American literary history, including key themes and stylistic features.
11.T.RA.1.b Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources to support a central thesis, citing appropriately.
	· Graphic Organizers
· Mini-Lesson resources on author’s purpose and perspective. 
· Mini-lesson resources on narrative and poetic techniques
Genres of Texts:
Folktales
Myths
Oral Tradition
Essays
Short stories
Letters
Poetry
Literary Criticisms  

 

	· Annotation guidance
· Modified versions of text
· Key vocabulary with definitions and visuals
· Graphic organizers -
· Text Chunking
Honors Extension: 
Students will read more complex texts for this learning experience.  See the list of Honors texts in Content Resources below. 
	Audience (intended or unintended) 
Figurative language
Narrative
Imagery
Irony
Mood
Tone
Creation Myth
Oral Tradition
Context
Purpose
Audience
Perspective
Structure
Style
Interpret
Analyze




	LE 3-Character Transformation Analysis
How would the same protagonist transform when placed in different American literary periods?
Students will compare how characters and settings are constructed to reflect the values and beliefs of each literary period. By exploring authorial choices, students will connect structure and characterization to broader cultural meaning.
Students apply period-specific traits to reimagine a protagonist’s motivations and conflicts across literary movements
	11.P.ST.1.c Explore how context shapes the author’s decisions and the audience’s responses during the interpretation and construction of texts
11.T.SS.2.a Analyze and evaluate how the use of figurative, connotative, and/or rhetorical language contributes to the development of meaning, tone, or mood in line with the intended purpose
11.T.T.4.a Read, discuss, evaluate, and critique a variety of texts, considering poetic techniques used to present and design content and their associated implications on meaning and/or theme. 
11.T.T.1.a Compare how narrative techniques (including archetypes, multiple perspectives, plot structure, and symbolism) develop and interact across two or more texts, using textual evidence.
11.T.PM.1.b Identify and discuss major authors and works of three periods of English and American literary history, including key themes and stylistic features.

	· Author’s craft and style analysis organizers 
· Anchor charts of literary periods features and characteristics 
Genres of Texts:
Folktales
Myths
Oral Tradition
Essays
Short stories
Letters
Poetry
Literary Criticisms  
	· Annotation guidance
· Modified versions of text
· Key vocabulary with definitions and visuals
· Graphic organizers -
· Text Chunking
Honors Extension: Students will read more complex texts for this learning experience.  See the list of Honors texts in Content Resources below.

	Vocabulary and language are specific to literary periods.
Archetype
Symbolism
Perspective
Diction
Craft Techniques 


	LE 4: Thematic Evolution Across Periods
How do different American literary periods approach universal themes?
Students will trace recurring themes and examine how each literary period approaches these ideas differently based on its worldview and context. Students analyze the development of universal themes across genres and periods, citing textual evidence to compare thematic treatments.
	11.T.T.1.c Compare how different authors develop a similar theme, comparing passages within and across texts, providing both reasoning and supportive textual evidence.
11.T.PM.1 Demonstrate knowledge of dominant themes, genres, and verbal styles of literature from a particular time period.
11.T.RA.1.b Synthesize information from a variety of credible sources to support a central thesis, citing appropriately.



	
	Honors Extension:  
Students will read more complex texts for this learning experience.  See the list of Honors texts in Content Resources below.
	

	LE 5 Multimodal and Visual Text Analysis
Students will analyze how the defining traits of each period are represented or transformed into film, audio, or visual adaptations.
	11.T.T.1.d Analyze how literary works draw on themes, event patterns, or character types from different time periods.

	· Silent Fim 
· Dramatized Podcast 
· Art/Paintings 
See content resources below
	Honors Extension:   
Students will listen to and view more complex texts for this learning experience.  See the list of Honors texts in Content Resources below
	Adaptation 
Mode 
Genre


	LE 6 Demonstrating Period Understanding through Character and Argument
How do rhetorical style, character, and values reflect literary periods and influence responses? Students will create an original character rooted in one of the four American literary periods studied throughout the unit.
	11.T.T.1.e Effectively apply a variety of narrative techniques to develop complex character(s) who change, use setting to create mood, develop an idea or theme across the text using metaphors and symbolism, achieve specific purposes, engage audiences, and enhance writing.
11.T.T.3.d Integrate multiple rhetorical devices or appeals strategically

	Students will draw on knowledge from the various texts read in the unit to form their literary period character transformations. 
	OL: “One Character; Four Worlds” 

Honors Extension: 
Voices Across Time
Honors students will include how values and argumentation shift across time periods, and how rhetorical choices reveal the deeper beliefs of a person or society and will write a critical, reflective response analyzing their authorial choices. 
	Students will apply understanding of unit vocabulary. 


Content Resources
Romanticism and Dark Romancticism: 
· William Cullen Bryant's "Thanatopsis" (Poetry)
· Thomas Cole: The Oxbow, View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton, Massachusetts, after a Thunderstorm (1836), Oil on canvas
· “Rip Van Winkle” by Washington Irving (Short Story)
· Edgar Allan Poe: "Tell Tale Heart" (1928 video - visual/silent film)
· Washington Irvin: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Honors)
· Edgar Allen Poe, The Pit and the Pendulum (Honors) 
Native American Literature
· Hopi Origin Story (Origin Myth)
· "The Earth on Turtle's Back" (Origin Myth)
· "Sky Tree" (Origin Myth)
Transcendentalism
· Henry David Thoreau - Excerpts from "Civil Disobedience" (Essay)
· Louisa May Alcott: Transcendentalism (video)
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